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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the 
Failsworth  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  fourth  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  Failsworth  for  the  year  curling-  31st  December,  1907. 

Infective  disease  has  not  been  so  prevalent  during  the  year.  Fhe 
number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  has  been  rather  less  than  in  the  past 
year. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  paving  and  sewering  of  streets  and 
passages,  but  there  still  remains  a number  of  streets  and  passages  which 
require  attention. 

Although  complaints  have  been  made  respecting  the  lighting  of  the 
district,  little  good  has  resulted.  The  supply  and  quality  are  still 
inadequate. 

The  Marlborough  Mill  is  complete  and  working.  The  other  Marl- 
borough Mill,  which  is  almost  completed,  will  be  an  important  addition 
to  the  Township.  Two  other  mills  are  being  erected — the  Mersey  and 
Argyll.  There  will  be  a demand  for  cottage  property — a large  number 
of  the  present  workmen  having  to  come  considerable  distances. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  houses  erected  was  only  18 — 7 
in  the  Higher  Ward,  and  11  in  the  Lower  Ward. 

The  Fletcher  Fold  Estate,  extending  from  Ashton  Road  East  to 
Roman  Road,  has  been  purchased  by  a company.  This  is  to  be  opened 
out  for  the  erection  of  one  or  two  spinning  mills  and  cottage  property. 

The  chief  supply  of  water  is  obtained  from  Oldham.  A few  cottages 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  district  are  supplied  by  the  Manchester 
Corporation.  The  supply  is  ample  and  of  good  quality.  During  the 
year  a test  quantity,  taken  from  a tap  belonging  to  the  Oldham  Corpora- 
tion, was  submitted  for  examination  to  the  Laboratory  of  Public  Health, 
Manchester.  This  was  found  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

A notification  was  received  from  the  County  Police  Authority  as  to  a 
case  of  anthrax,  which  occurred  at  Booth  Fold  Farm  in  the  district. 
Every  precaution  was  taken,  and  the  premises  were  thoroughly  dis- 
infected to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease.  The  Authority,  acting  as 
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the  Local  Authority  for  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  took  proceedings 
against  the  owner  for  his  failure  to  report  the  matter  as  set  forth  in  the 
Act,  and  fine  and  costs  were  obtained. 

During  the  year  further  extensions  have  been  made  to  the  Sewage 
Purification  Works  by  the  construction  of  a new  straining  filter  and  some 
additional  final  sediment  tanks.  The  Works  are  now  producing  a satis- 
factory effluent,  which  conforms  to  the  standard  of  purity  required  by  the 
Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee. 

A supply  of  Anti-toxin  is  now  provided  by  the  Council  in  necessitous 
cases  of  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup.  This  can  be  obtained  by 
any  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  residing  within  the  district.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  full  advantage  will  be  taken  of  this  privilege. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Council  had  under  considera- 
tion a number  of  amendments  or  extensions  of  the  various  Acts  relating 
to  public  health,  among  which  the  powers  of  Councils  will  be  increased 
in  the  paving  of  streets,  conversion  of  privy  and  pail  closets  to  the  water- 
carriage  system,  etc.;  and,  if  adopted,  the  improvements  will  proceed  at 
a more  rapid  pace  than  formerly. 


I have  l he  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


G.  STRATH  LESLIE,  M.B.  & C.M., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  FAILS  WORTH. 


REPORT  FOR  1907. 


Failsworth  is  situate  midway  between  the  City  of  Manchester  and 
the  County  Borough  of  Oldham.  It  is  about  two  miles  in  length  and 
three-fourths  of  a mile  in  breadth,  and  stands  354  feet  above  sea  level  at  the 
Oldham  end,  rising  by  an  easy  gradient  from  the  Manchester  end,  which 
is  286  feet  above  sea  level.  It  is  divided  into  two  Wards  (known  as 
the  Higher  Ward  and  the  Lower  Ward)  by  the  Rochdale  Canal, 
which  bisects  the  district.  The  road  leading  from  Manchester 
(known  as  Oldham  Road)  is  built  upon  on  each  side  throughout 
its  course,  which  is  in  one  continuous  line,  and  passes  through  the 
centre  of  the  Township,  forming  its  principal  thoroughfare. 

The  staple  industry  is  cotton  spinning  and  weaving,  conducted  in 
seventeen  mills,  and  three  others  are  in  course  of  erection. 

Failsworth  is  served  by  electric  cars  from  Manchester,  which  travel 
now  to  Oldham. 


Area  and  Population. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  1073  statute  acres,  and  the  nett  area, 
exclusive  of  that  covered  by  water,  is  1064  acres. 

The  population  in  1901  was  14152—7443  in  the  Higher  Ward,  and 
6709  in  the  Lower  Ward — showing  an  increase  of  3727  in  both  Wards 
during  the  preceding  decade. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  census  (1901)  was  301 1.  The 
number  of  factories  and  workshops  was  71,  and  14  churches,  chapels,  and 
schools.  The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the  last  census 
was  4 ’7,  and  the  density  of  the  population  was  equal  to  13 *3  per  acre. 

The  increase  of  the  population  has  been  calculated  on  the  number  of 
new  houses  built  at  4^7  per  house.  The  population  may  be  safely 
estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1907  as  being  15000. 
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Tabular  Statement  of  the  Mortality  within  the  District 

ACCORDING  TO  DISEASES  AND  AGES,  ETC. 

During  the  past  year  205  deaths — 106  males  and  99  females — took 
place  within  the  district.  The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in 
public  institutions  was  similar  to  last  year— viz.,  14 — 11  in  Manchester 
and  3 in  Oldham.  These  together  give  the  full  number  of  deaths 
belonging  to  the  district  as  219  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1907. 

TABLE  A. 


Table  of  the  ages  at  which  deaths  have  occurred 
from  the  year  1898  to  190J. 


1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

19C6 

1907 

Totals 

Under  1 vear  

68 

72 

80 

67 

68 

63 

77 

68 

62 

48 

673 

Between  1 and  5 years 

28 

39 

31 

55 

27 

35 

38 

20 

41 

29 

343 

? » 5 » ’ 1 5 > y 

5 

9 

1 1 

10 

10 

4 

10 

1 2 

9 

8 

88 

» i 1 r>  **  ^ S * » 

8 

L5 

1 1 

1 2 

10 

7 

7 

5 

6 

95 

! ' 23  , ) 63  , , 

57 

75 

90 

79 

84 

85 

65 

&5 

85 

S5 

770 

65  and  upwards  

45 

3° 

53 

35 

42 

43 

47 

S2 

5 1 

43 

44 1 

2 1 1 

240 

279 

257 

243 

240 

244 

224 

253 

219 

2410 

The  details  of  deaths  under  one  year  are  next  given  in  Table  B,  with 
the  rate  per  thousand  births. 
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TABLE  B. 


Causes  of  death  and  rate  per  thousand  births  of  children 

under  one  year. 


Pulmonary  f 
diseases . \ 


Bronchitis  . 
Pneumonia 


Infectious 

diseases. 


Measles  

Whooping  cough.  ... 

Influenza 

Tubercular  diseases.. 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  fever  

Erysipelas  j 


Diet  J 

diseases.  ( 

Congenital  f 
diseases,  i 


Diarrhoea . 
Enteritis  .. 


Premature  birth 


Othercausesj 


Injuries 

Convulsions  . 
Not  classified. 


1907 

N 0.  1 

Rate 

6 

10 

} 37 -5 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

■ 7'°7 

0 

1 

, 

1 

0 

1 2-a 

1 3 

4 

9*4 

0 

6 

18 

] 

r 56-6 

1 1 

1906 


No. 


i 

i 

4 

o 

o 

o 

IO 

o 


I 

o 

27 


Rate 


1 >6'9 


■ i9’3 


24 '2 


21  •• 


677 


1905 

No.  Rate 


6 

6 


o 

4 

o 

o 

O 


294 


I I 

o 

o 

n — 

■-Q 


’ 147 

A 

} 147 

26 ’9 

r 85'9 


The  above  Table  shews  an  increase  in  the  pulmonary  diseases. 
This  was  probably  due  to  the  dampness  of  the  season,  which  was  very 
marked.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  infectious  diseases,  diet  diseases, 
congenital  diseases,  and  other  causes  not  classified,  there  is  a decided 
decrease  compared  with  the  previous  years. 
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TABLE  C. 


Deaths  throughout  the  district  in  children  under  Jive  years 
fro??i  infectious  diseases. 


1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Totals 

Measles 

9 

I 

6 

1 

17 

7 

1 2 

2 

55 

Small-pox 

Scarlet  fever 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

YVhoopingcough. . . 

a 

5 

6 

5 

8 

3 

5 

2 

1 

2 

40 

Diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

n 

6 

3 

'9 

Enteric  fever  

... 

1 

... 

1 

2 

Epidemic  influenza 

6 

6 

ry 

a 

3 

0 

v) 

1 

1 

I 

2 1 

Phthisis  and  other 
tubercular  diseases 

5 

2 

8 

10 

r4 

9 

1 1 

6 

8 

2 

75 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

2 

Totals... 

15 

24 

22 

24 

29 

35 

26 

& 

25 

1 2 

220 

This  Table  shews  the  lowest  number  of  deaths  from  infectious 
diseases  in  the  district  for  the  past  ten  years,  with  the  exception  of  the 
year  1905.  Taking  into  consideration  the  increase  in  population,  this  is 
much  below  former  years. 


TABLE  D. 

Infantile  death-rates  from  pulmonary  diseases  per  thousand  births  : 
Year  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  *905  1906  1907 

Rate  34-o  16-2  23-9  24T  27-0  29^4  16-9  37-5 

TABLE  E. 

Infantile  death-rates  from  infectious  diseases  per  thousand  births  : 
Year  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907 

Rate  2j'6  11*5  40^7  3b'2  22^5  J4’7  i9‘3  7'°7 
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TABLE  F. 

Infantile  death-rates  from  diet  diseases  per  thousand  births  : 

Year  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907 

Rate  io‘6  254  9-5  19-3  20*2  147  24-2  2-3 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  has  not  been  so  prevalent  this  year. 
Twenty-one  cases  occurred  in  the  Higher  Ward,  and  30  in  the  Lower 
Ward — a decrease  of  11  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Most  of 

these  were  isolated  at  home.  Nine  cases  were  removed  for  treatment  to 

hospital — 4 cases  from  the  Higher  Ward,  and  5 from  the  Lower  Ward. 
There  were  no  deaths. 

Scarlet  fever,  differing  from  measles  and  whooping,  is  a disease 
which  is  more  or  less  dangerous  at  all  ages.  It  is,  perhaps,  least 
dangerous  in  early  infancy.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be  guarded  against  at 
practically  every  age. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — There  were  12  cases  of 
diphtheria  and  1 of  membranous  croup,  as  compared  with  10  cases  of  the 
former  and  4 of  the  latter  in  the  previous  year.  Five  of  the  cases  of 
diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Higher  Ward,  and  the  remaining  7 in  the 
Lower  Ward.  Four  deaths  occurred  from  diphtheria,  ali  in  the  Higher 
Ward.  The  case  of  membranous  croup,  which  occurred  in  the  Higher 
Ward,  also  proved  fatal. 

Anti-toxin,  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  for  distribution 
to  the  medical  men  of  Failsworth,  is  efficacious  not  only  as  a remedy  but 
also  as  a preventive.  A tenth,  or  less,  of  the  remedial  dose  is  sufficient  to 
confer  protection  for  some  three  or  four  weeks.  The  administration  is  not 
attended  by  any  evil  effects,  so  that  it  is  open  to  any  apprehensive 
person  to  acquire  immunity  for  a period.  The  preventive  virtues  of 
anti-toxin  enable  the  medical  attendant  to  quieten  the  fears  of  the  parents. 
If  there  has  been  an  error  in  the  diagnosis,  the  dose  of  anti-toxin  prevents 
the  patient  being  infected,  even  if  lying  in  the  heart  of  a diphtheria 
ward. 

None  of  the  cases  of  diphtheria  occurring  during  the  year  could  be 
associated  with  any  source  of  infection  beyond  personal  infection  in 
families,  schools,  etc.  The  supposed  casual  connection  between 
diphtheria  and  bad  drains  is  no  longer  so  confidently  entertained  or 
believed  in,  although  it  continues  to  create  anxiety,  and  perhaps  usefully; 
for  emanations  from  bad  drains  may  impair  the  general  health  and 
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diminish  the  natural  vital  resistance  to  attack  by  any  kind  of  disease- 
producing  germ,  be  it  the  germ  of  diphtheria  or  tubercle.  It  is,  there- 
fore, important  to  have  a good  system  of  drainage  and  to  maintain  it  in 
good  order. 

rvi’HOU)  h ever. — There  were  3 cases  of  typhoid  fever — 2 in  the 
Higher  Ward,  and  1 in  the  Lower  Ward.  One  case  in  the  Higher 
Ward  was  removed  to  hospital,  and  proved  fatal. 

Small-pox. — 1 here  were  no  cases  of  small-pox  during  the  year. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. — There  were  2 cases  of  death  from 
diarrhoea.  Both  belonged  to  the  Higher  Ward.  Last  year  there  were 
16  deaths  from  diarrhoea,  of  which  9 occurred  in  the  Higher  Ward  and  7 
in  the  Lower  Ward. 

In  dealing  with  the  question  of  infant  hygiene  too  much  emphasis 
cannot  be  placed  on  the  need  of  pure  and  clean  milk  in  feeding  bottle-fed 
infants,  and  especially  for  the  use  of  thoroughly  cleaned  bottles  and 
teats — without  tubes.  One  of  the  chief  dangers  is  the  employment  of 
bottles  with  rubber  tubes.  The  tubes  are,  however,  exceedingly  difficult 
to  keep  clean,  and  are  often  lined  with  putrid,  curdled  milk,  swarming 
with  countless  millions  of  germs,  and  therefore  most  dangerously  pollute 
each  draught  of  milk.  Hence  the  frequent  stomach  and  bowel  illnesses 
of  bottle-fed  infants. 

A desirable  improvement  would  be  greatly  hastened  if  both  doctors 
and  druggists  were  to  make  a point  in  every  case  of  advising  the 
use  of  the  tubeless  bottles.  If  druggists  would  not  object,  it  would 
probably  be  helpful  if  there  were  hung  up  in  a conspicuous  place  in  each 
shop  a notice  by  the  Public  Health  Department  recommending  the 
exclusive  use  of  tubeless  feeding-bottles. 

Continued  Fever.  — There  was  1 case  of  continued  fever  notified. 

Measles. — There  were  2 deaths  only  from  measles,  and  both  cases 
occurred  in  the  Lower  Ward.  Both  were  under  five  years  of  age. 

Whooping  Cough. — There  were  2 deaths  from  this  disease,  and 
both  were  in  the  Higher  Ward. 

Erysipelas. — There  were  3 cases  notified,  and  1 death  occurred 
in  the  Higher  Ward. 

Puerperal  Fever. — There  was  1 case  notified,  and  recovered. 
This  case  was  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County, 
and  a special  Inspector  investigated  the  case. 
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Measures  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  Infectious 

Diseases. 

Under  my  instructions  9 cases  of  scarlet  fever  (4  from  the  Higher 
Ward  and  5 from  the  Lower  Ward)  were  removed  to  hospital  for 
treatment.  There  was  also  a case  of  enteric  fever  removed  to  hospital 
from  the  Higher  Ward. 

Disinfection  or'  Premises. — Seventy-two  rooms  were  fumigated 
and  disinfected.  The  fumigants  were  by  burning  sulphur,  and  in  other 
cases  with  formalin.  In  a number  of  cases  the  walls,  ceilings,  and 
woodwork  were  sprayed  with  a solution  of  formalin. 

The  discharges  from  patients  suffering  from  typhoid  fever  are  placed 
in  special  receptacles,  and  after  thorough  disinfection  are  buried. 

Disinfectants,  such  as  Izal  fluid  and  soap,  are  supplied  gratuitously 
by  the  Council  to  occupiers  of  infected  houses. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Council  with  their 
own  manual  and  team  labour,  and  disposed  of  at  various  tips  within  the 
district.  The  new  system,  which  was  inaugurated  during  the  latter  part 
of  1906,  continues  to  give  satisfaction. 

New  Buildings. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  new  buildings  erected 
during  the  last  ten  years  : — 


Number  and  description 

of  new  buildings  erected. 

Year 

Dwelling- 
Houses, 
Shops,  etc. 

Warehouses, 
Mills,  etc.,  and 
Alterations 

Churches, 
Chapels,  and 
Schools,  and 
Alterations 

Public 

Houses 

Totals 

1 898 

78 

3 

81 

1899 

202 

I 

203 

1900 

1 32 

2 

> 

136 

1901 

75 

1 

-N 

1902 

67 

3 

70 

>903 

55 

I 

' 

57 

1904 

39 

2 

4' 

1905 

24 

> 

2b 

1906 

23 

' 

... 

24 

1907 

18 

1 

<9 
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WORK  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

During-  the  year  further  progress  has  been  made  in  the  reduction  of 
a number  of  pail  and  privy  closets — 19  of  the  former  were  replaced  by  21 
water-closets,  and  44  of  the  latter  were  replaced  by  46  ; whilst  42  ashpits 
and  privy  middens  were  abolished,  72  dust  boxes  being  substituted. 
There  are  several  outstanding  notices  not  yet  complied  with,  but  these 
are  to  be  put  in  hand  in  the  coming  year. 

Insanitary  Dwelling  Houses.- — Thirty-seven  houses  were  dealt 
with  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts,  and  notices 
served.  Ot  these,  4 were  closed.  One  was  repaired  and  put  in  proper 
habitable  condition.  Notices  relating  to  28  of  the  houses  were  served  on 
one  of  the  trustees.  Several  minor  repairs  were  carried  out,  but  the 
principal  defects  were  left  untouched— namely,  congested  yard  areas  and 
the  provision  of  better  closet  and  ashpit  accommodation.  It  was  found 
necessary  to  serve  fresh  notices  owing  to  the  inability  to  ascertain  the 
address  of  the  joint  trustees,  and  these  were  served  on  the  agent  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year. 

House  Drainage. — Sixty-six  house  drains  were  on  examination 
found  to  be  defective.  These  were  taken  out  and  new  drainage  systems 
were  put  down. 

Smoke  Nuisances. — There  were  26  observations  taken  during  the 
year.  The  limit  of  black  smoke  allowed  by  the  District  Council’s 
regulation  is  four  minutes  within  the  half-hour.  Out  of  the  observations 
taken,  five  exceeded  the  limit.  Notices  of  abatement  were  served  in  each 
case,  and  legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  J.  Johnson  and  Co. 
Limited,  of  the  Bank  Mill,  Failsworth,  on  two  different  occasions  for 
failing  to  comply  with  an  order  made  against  them  in  respect  of  this 
nuisance.  A fine  and  costs  were  obtained  in  eace  case. 

Firing  of  Dwelling  House  Chimneys. — Proceeding  were  taken 
against  8 persons  for  allowing  chimneys  to  be  on  fire.  In  each  case  a 
small  penalty  and  costs  were  imposed. 

Proceedings  were  also  taken  against  two  persons  for  plying  for  hire 
and  driving  a certain  hackney  carriage  without  having  obtained  licenses, 
and  the  total  costs  obtained  were  £2  9s.  6d. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders. — The  number  of 
persons  registered  as  purveyors  ol  milk  or  cowkeepers  is  35,  being  an 
increase  of  2 on  the  previous  year.  Frequent  inspections  have  been 
made  to  the  premises,  which  were  found  to  kept  fairly  satisfactory.  The 
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cowshed  attached  to  the  Willows  Tavern,  Ashton  Road  East,  was  found 
to  be  in  a defective  state.  A notice  was  served  on  the  owners,  and  the 
building1  was  closed  and  afterwards  demolished. 

The  drains  of  the  farm  adjoining  the  Cemetery  were  taken  up  and  a 
new  system  of  drains  was  laid,  and  an  accumulation  of  stagnant  water  in 
the  pit  adjoining  was  cleared. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  9 slaughter  houses  within  the 
district.  These  are  all  licensed,  the  licenses  being  granted  by  the 
Council  from  year  to  year.  Visits  have  been  frequently  made  to  these 
premises,  and  the  conditions  met  with  were  satisfactory. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  4 offensive  trades  within  the 
district — namely,  tanning  (1),  blood-boiling  (1),  and  tripe-dressing  (2). 
The  premises  are  clean  and  well  kept. 

Canal  Boats. — There  are  portions  of  two  canals  passing  through 
the  district — namely,  the  Rochdale  Canal  and  a portion  of  the  Hollinwood 
branch  of  the  Manchester  and  Ashton-under-Lyne  Canal. 

Failsworth  not  being  a registration  authority  the  boats  merely  pass 
through  the  district.  A number  of  boats  were  inspected,  and  no 
contraventions  of  the  Acts  have  been  met  with. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  an  inspection  was  made,  and 
particulars  obtained,  of  the  housing  accommodation  of  the  district. 
The  result  is  summarised  below  : — 


In  Occupation. 


Number  of  2-roomed  houses 


O o n 

4 » > * » 


6 

7 

8 


y » 

y y 

y y 

y y 


y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 


houses  with  more  than  8 rooms 


8 

33 

i936 

478 

835 

38 

49 

9 


Total  No.  of  occupied  houses  3386 

Number  of  houses  found  unoccupied  at  time  of  inspection  15 

,,  ,,  and  shops  used  as  lock-ups 35 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  used  as  business  premises  11 


Total  No.  unoccupied  houses,  locks-ups,  and  business  premises  only  61 


Total  No.  houses  and  shops  occupied  and  unoccupied  3447 


No.  of  the  above  houses  not  provided  with  back  doors  

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  yard  accommodation.. 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  separate  yard  accom 

modation,  but  joining  at  common  yards  


38 

402 
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REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 

19  pail  closets  replaced  by  21  water-closets. 

44  privy  closets  replaced  by  46  water-closets. 

16  ashpits  abolished,  31  dust  boxes  substituted. 

26  privy  middens  abolished,  41  dust  boxes  substituted. 

27  water-closets  repaired. 

31  dust  boxes  renewed. 

1 additional  water-closet  provided. 

66  house  drains  relaid. 

14  house  drains  repaired. 

16  privy  middens  repaired. 

7 pail  closets  repaired. 

13  cellar  drains  relaid. 

3  urinals  re-erected. 

12  drains  disconnected  from  water  course  and  connected  to  Council’s 
sewer. 

17  yard  surfaces  reformed  and  flagged. 

3 cellar  surfaces  reformed  and  flagged. 

14  slop  pipes  lengthened  and  repaired. 

2 waste  water-closets  cleaned  and  repaired. 

4 houses  provided  with  eaves  troughs  and  spouts,  and  roofs  repaired. 

6 pail  closets  limewashed  and  cleaned. 

2 nuisances  abated  arising  from  accumulations  of  manure. 

4 nuisances  abated  arising  from  animals  being  improperly  kept. 

4 nuisances  abated  arising  from  the  accumulations  of  stagnant  water. 

5 dwelling-houses  closed  as  being  unfit  for  habitation. 

Number  of  Legal  Notices  Served. 

45  legal  notices  requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

35  legal  notices  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts. 

9 legal  notices  with  respect  to  the  examinations  of  drains. 

2 legal  notices  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Smoke  Observations  taken  during  the  Year. 

During  the  year  26  smoke  observations  were  taken — the  results 
being  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Black  smoke  emitted  for  a period  not  exceeding  2 minutes,  in  7 cases. 

exceeding  2 minutes,  but  not  exceeding  4 minutes,  in  14  cases. 
,,  4 >>  >»  6 ,,  3 cases. 


2 cases. 
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Table  shewing  the  number  and  respective  kinds  of  sanitary  conveniences 
within  the  district  at  December  j/si,  igoj. 


CLOSETS. 

Houses  and 
Shops 

Mills  and 
Workshops 

Chu  relies, 
Chapels,  and 
Schools 

'Totals 

Number  of  cesspool  closets 

■4 

1 1 

25 

,,  privy  ,,  

456 

9 

2 

460 

»,  pail  ..  

1 080 

178 

37 

*295 

,,  water  ,,  

1 575 

34 

4 

1613 

,,  wastewater,,  

207 

207 

,,  *latrine  ,,  

5 

84 

4' 

'3° 

309 

84 

373° 

ASHPITS,  etc. 

Number  of  cesspools 

1 2 

2 

'4 

,,  privy  middens  

0 — -> 

- / 0 

1 

I 

275 

,,  ordinary  ashpits 

598 

1 

V 

2 

601 

,,  dust  boxes  

1 602 

6 

1608 

2485 

4 

9 

2498 

* represents  the  number  of  seats. 


Number  of  houses  and  shops  in  the  district 3447 

,,  churches,  chapels,  and  schools  14 

,,  factories  50 

,,  workshops  71 
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Particulars  showing-  number  of  receptacles  emptied  during  the  year 
ended  December  31st,  1907,  compared  with  similar  period  ended 

December  31st,  1906. 


1907 

Ashpits 

Privy 

Middens 

Dust 

Boxes 

Loads 

Pails 

Cesspools 

Barrels 

Day  work 

2257 

91 1 

69892 

'525 

32810 

>3 

465 

Night  work  ... 

2844 

939 

•347 

34456 

8 

5°7 

5 101 

•850 

69892 

2872 

672  66 

2 1 

972 

1906 

Day  work 

1 287 

581 

57129 

2154 

32404 

18 

5 16 

Night  work  ... 

849 

490 

1252 

34 '49 

1 1 

570 

2136 

107 1 

57 1 29 

3406 

66553 

29 

1086 

The  contents  of  the  ashpits,  privy  middens,  and  dust  boxes  were 
taken  to  the  undermentioned  tips,  the  number  of  loads  being  as 
follows  : — 


Fielding’s 

Andrew’s 

Mill  Lane 

Hasting’s 

Greaves’ 

York  St. 

Emmett’s 

I 

Various 

Totals 

1907 

491 

161 1 

227 

27 

60 

456 

2872 

1906 

1744 

1191 

245 

1 66 

60 

3406 

The  contents  of  the  pails  and  cesspools  were  taken  to  the  under- 
mentioned tips  and  farms,  the  number  of  barrels  being  as  follows  : — 


Andrew’s  Hasting’s  Fielding’s  Barrow’s 

Emmett's 

Smith's 

Various 

Totals 

1907 

956  1 2 4 

972 

1906 

928  ...  ...  2 

1 18 

34 

4 

1086 

1 8 


SPECIAL  REPORT 


ON  THE 


Local  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act, 

FOR  THE 

Year  Ending-  31st  December,  1907. 


There  are  50  textile  and  non-textile  factories  and  71  workshops  in 
the  district. 

The  principal  industries  carried  on  in  the  factories  are  cotton  spinning 
and  weaving,  silk  weaving  and  winding,  felt  and  silk  hat  manufacturing, 
jacquard  and  electric  engineering  ; and  in  the  workshops  bakers, 
blacksmiths,  cabinet-makers,  doggers,  cotton-waste  dealers,  cycle 
makers,  dressmakers,  drysalters,  hosiery  and  stocking  knitters,  joiners, 
plumbers,  tailors,  tinsmiths,  tripe  dressers,  and  wheelwrights. 

The  condition  of  the  workshops  is  very  satisfactory,  and  it  was  not 
necessary  to  take  any  action  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

There  are  16  bakehouses  within  the  district,  and  with  the  exception 
of  2 the  baking  is  carried  on  in  conjunction  with  some  other  business. 

Homeworkers. — During  the  year  2 lists  were  received  from  other 
authorities,  representing  1 employer  and  2 outworkers.  Two  lists  were 
received  from  employers  within  the  district  engaging  outworkers,  the 
total  number  so  employed  being  18. 

A complaint  was  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  with  respect  to  the 
inattention  to  a pail  closet  in  connection  with  a brickyard  in  Hale  Lane. 
This  received  immediate  attention. 


19 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces,  and  Homework. 


I.— Inspection. 

Including'  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises 

! 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  

66 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  

95 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers'  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

Total 

l6l 

II.  — Defects  Found. 


Partici'I.arn 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Want  of  cleanliness  

Want  of  ventilation  

Overcrowding  

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 


Other  nuisances. 


insufficient 


Sanitary  accommodations 


! unsuitable  or  defective  pail 


closets  . . 


\ not  separate  for  sexes 

Section  22  of  P.  H.A.A.,  1890,  is  in  force.  The  standard  of 
sufficiency  of  sanitary  accommodation  enforced  is  that  of  the 
Home  Office  Order  of  1903. 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (S.  ioi )... 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses 
(SS.  97  to  ioo)  


Other  offences  (excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
which  are  included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report)  


Total. 


Number  of  Defects 


Found  Remedied 


Number 
of 

Referr'd  to  Prosecu- 
H.M.  tions 

Inspector 


Including  iho>e  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  t,  and  8 of  the  factory  and  Workshop  Act  as  remediable  under 

the  Public  Heilth  Acts. 


OUTWORKERS'  LISTS,  SECTION 
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IV.— Registered  Workshops.  V.— Other  Matters. 
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APPENDIX. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


TABLES  !.  TO  V. 
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TABLE  III. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1907. 


7 


o x 
h i o > 

R t 2 3 
> E < 
o ’A  s y 

~ U O 

j 

os  ti- 


c/3  . r_ 

w £ H 

X ~ j 
< 
U 

*6: 3 

f-  H 2 
C O O 
h x < 


Og 


H 

O 

5 

H 

X 


U 

o 


bJ 

C/3 

o 


fc-E 

5 rt 
Q > 


u 

"P  0. 


Lower 
Ward  I 

N N 0 ’ *-<  ■ 

• : to  : : : : 

1 - 
0“ 

TO 

h 

\ it  n 

. ** 

6 

1 

21 

2 

1 

■ *u  x 

C • *D 

05  CLL 

lo3  £ 

VO  2 

»o 

1 

2 

3 

tOvO 

M 

^ »o 

: ; «o  • • 

VO  I 

»C  <N 

c . 

■*-  1 r. 

: : on  • x • • • - ■ ■ 

X 

1 0 “ 

• • . to  . . : : : 

-1- 

lO 

O 

ro  • X 

- 

_ bio 

^ < 


TO  TO  •— ' CO 

— 10 


X 

< 


(N  Sn 

L^  x 


W 

1/3 


W 

X 


CO 

< 


H 

O 


x 

o 

a 


a 
b/>  o 

E P 
•o  o 

2 x 
0 a 
c o 


x <D  C 
“ CD 
CD 


CD 

^ CD  flj 


> 

<D  D 
. > > 

<D 

<D 

> 

r"* 

£ 

£ 

£ 

X 

n 

«-3  H 

| ° a- 

wUD 


^ t n a ns  -p 


<v 

a--  o.  3 


b/j 


rt  a ~ - = 
s-U>.3UODPS 


t/j 

3 

o 


\\  esthulme  Fever  Hospital,  Oldham. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at.  Death  during  ) 'ear  /907. 


Deaths  in  or 
District  a 

BELONGING  TO  WHOL 
subjoined  Ages 

E 

Deaths  in  i 

OK  BELONG- 
ING TO 

Localities 
a r all  Ages  i 

Causf.s  of  Death 

All 

ages 

Under 
1 year 

1 and 
under 

5 

5 and 
under 
15 

15  and  25  and 
under  under 
26  65 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

Higer 

Ward 

Lower 

Ward 

Small- 

pox  

Measles  

2 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping-cough  

2 

1 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  ... 

4 

... 

0 

0 

1 

. . . 

4 

Croup 

Typhus  

Fever, 

Enteric  

1 

... 

1 

I 

Other  continued  

1 

Epidemic  Influenza  

4 

1 

J 

1 

3 

Cholera 

Plague  

... 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis  

2 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Fever  

Erysipelas  

1 

1 

1 

Other  Septic  diseases  

... 

. . . 

. . . 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

18 

2 

1 

1 

‘4 

13 

5 

Other  Tubercular  diseases  ..- 

3 

I 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

1 r 

7 

4 

8 

3 

Bronchitis  

24 

6 

2 

8 

8 

>5 

9 

Pneumonia  

3° 

10 

10 

1 

6 

3 

18 

12 

Pleurisy  

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

j Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs.. 

. . . 

. . . 

1 Alcoholism— Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

Venereal  Diseases  

3 

... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Premature  Birth 

4 

4 

, . 

2 

2 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition.. 

1 

1 

1 

Heart  Diseases  

24 

1 

1 

•3 

9 

14 

10 

Accidents 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

a 

Suicides  

Convulsions  1 

6 

6 

3 | 

Rickets 

1 

1 

1 

Meningitis  

1 

... 

1 

1 

All  other  causes  

70 

18 

4 

2 

2 

27 

l7 

40 

3°  I 

All  causes 

219  1 

48 

29 

8 

6 

85 

43 

1 33 

86 

2Q 

TABLE  V. 


Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1907. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 Week 

j 1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

cr 

Zc 

<u 

<u 

£ 

"tf* 

1 

CO 

Total  under 

1 Month 

1 1-2  Months 

2-3  Months 

x. 

JZ 

c 

0 

s 

rf 

1 

4- 5  Months 

5- 6  Months 

X. 

c 

0 

3 

1 

sD 

X. 

I 5 

CO 

r^. 

8-q  Months 

| 

f. 

5 

0 

1 

Q\ 

; io-ii  Months 

X 

3 

3 

I Total  Deaths 
| under  1 Year 

S3  /-Certified  

= X | 

j 8 

3 

2 

1 

'4 

3 

6 

1 

6 

1 3 

3 

3 

„ 

I 

4 

47 

/Small-pox 

... 

la 

Chicken-pox 

z c 

(A 

Measles  

c C 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

C t r. 

E = 

o.2 
O - 

'“Whooping’  Cough 

I 

r Diarrhoea,  all  forms  

Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis, 
Gastro-enteritis 
Gastritis,  Gastro- 
intestinal Catarrh... 

j 

! 

11 

fcl 

Premature  Birth 

2 

¥ 

3 

T 

4 ! 

Congenital  Defects..  

... 



taj 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk, 

Starvation 

'Z  rt 
x.  0 " 

£ — 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus 

X. 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 
Tabes  Mesenterica... 

0 V 

~ X 

s 

S.2 

H 

Other  Tuberculous 

f Erysipelas  

1 

Syphilis 

... 

Rickets 

... 

0? 

02 

X. 

Meningitis 

(not  Tuberculous)... 
Convulsions 

... 

(J  - 

2 

3 

1 

Bronchitis  

1 

-> 

5 

*5 

Laryngitis 

V~' 

Pneumonia  

... 

...  3 ... 

. 

3?  ! 

10 

Suffocation,  overlying 

.Other  Causes  

'I 

v) 

'l 

8 

3 

- * - 

1 

...j 

1 

8 

3 

2 

I 

'4 

3 

7 

6 

■ 1 

1 j 

3 

3 

3 

I 

4 

4« 

District  of  Failsworth. 

Births  in  the  year  j 

J f illegitimate, 

Deaths 


Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1907,  15,000. 

419^  c (legitimate  infants,  44 1 

5J  1 f illegitimate  ,,  4)^ 

from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  219. 


under  1 Year 
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